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AFTER HIS LONG AND ARDUOUS CAMPAIGN IN PERSIA, ALEXANDER THE GREAT OF MACEDONIA, REACHED 
THE NORTH-WESTERN FRONTIER OF INDIA IN 326 B.C. HE DEFEATED PAURAVA AND WAS FILLED WITH 


DOORWAY TO THE LAND 
OF MY DRERMS-: 


OUR VICTORY OVER PORUS | š Ў ,,/ТнЕ VAST INDIAN LAND | PARDON ME; | 

HAS REMOVED THE TOLIGHEST HEX LIES BEFORE us TO BE чоше 
OBSTACLE IN OUR | | Ш 28) CONQUERED, GENERAL | N MAJESTY... 

. И Сы seteucus nicator! / || | 
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ЛЕ WE FORCE THEM ANY МОРЕ WE MAY ВЕ 
| LEFT WITH A MUTINY ON OUR HANDS. 


|... OUR SOLDIERS FEEL EXHAUSTED N 
BY THE WARS AND HAVE LOST THEIR 
WILL TO FIGHT. THEY HAVE BEEN 


AWAY FROM THEIR HOMES < e. w 
FOR EIGHT LONG YEARS... УК ў // 


IN THAT CASE; 
GELEUCUS, WE 


|... WE MUST RETAIN OUR CONTROL OVER | 
[THE TERRITORIES CONQUERED BY US. 

| GENERAL SELEUCUS, | APPOINT ЧОМ / 
|. THE GOVERNOR OF THIS 
TERRITORY. 
ы 


MEANWHILE, IN PATALIPUTRA, THE CAPITAL OF 
| MAGADHA, KING CHANDRAGUPTA MAURIA WAS 
BROODING OVER THE PROBLEM POSED BY THE 


( 1 AM 
HONOUKED, 


THE CONSTANT PRESENCE OF THE | 


= | жЕ MAJESTY. ЧАУАНАВ“ ON THE FRONTIERS 
Ж” m | OF OUR LAND POSES AN 
ALN A» IMMINENT THREAT ТО OUR 


SECURITY. d 


WITHIN А FEW YEARS SELEUCUS FIRMLY ESTABLISH- 
| ED HIMGELF AS THE SOLE RULER OF THE GREEK 


| lina ша“ Mel VER Qu" ЛЬ 9 
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ЧОЦ ARE RIGHT, 
MAHARAJ. MOREOVER 
THE YAVANAS ARE A 
_ FORMIDABLE FORCE. 


ЖІОМАМ GREEKS | zi | 2 


MEGASTHENES 


| | DISAGREE. AT THE MOMENT, 
THEIR STRENGTH SEEMS | THE TIME TO 
REDUCED. A LARGE CONTINGENT A \_ STRIKE: 
OF THEIR FORCES HAS GONE =e 

| BACK TO THEIR. LAND WITH 

№ ALEXANDER. | 


WELL, THEY TOO SHALL 
TASTE THE STEEL 
OF GREEK MIGHT. 


HE IS CAMPING ON THE 
OTHER SIDE OF THE | 
| INDLIS T WITH HIS 
POWERFUL ARMY. 


чоче MAJESTY, v / HOW FAR HAS 
OANDROCOTTUS* OF HE ADVANCED? 
MAGADHA HAS INVADED 

OUP KINGDOM. 
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3 GREEK МАМЕ OF CHANDRAGUPTA 
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ISELEUCUS NICATOR WAS TAKEN CAPTIVE AND 
| PRODUCED BEFORE CHANDRAGUPTA. 


/ HAVE MERCY ON ME, 
SANDROCOTTUS, O 


| "m GREAT KING OF 
/ So 4ou ARE THE YAVANA \ / 


| | WANT ONLY THOSE AREAS THAT 
BELONG TO INDIA. SO GIVE ME 
| ARIA, ARACHOSIA AND 
PAROPANISADAE * 


| MY FORCES HAVE BEEN | 4OU RULE VAST 
CRUSHED. | AM PREPARED LANDS, 
TO PAY WHATEVER | SELEUCUS. 
TRIBUTE ЧОЦ | 

DEMAND. 


FROM NOW ON, WE ARE FRIENDS 
AND SO ARE OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES. UNCHAIN HIM, 

GUARDS. 


AS A TOKEN OF THIS FRIENDSHIP) — 
| GIVE YOU 500 ELEPHANTS | x 

. AS A SPECIAL GIFT FROM “THANK YOU, 

Аһ O GREAT | 


- -— шг: MEGASTHENES 
| SELELICUS NICATOR WISHED TO RECIPROCATE THE MAGNANIMITY OF CHANDRAGUPTA. | / YES; LETS 
а da SEE WHAT YOU 


|| ^N У. We / МАЧ 1 HAVE THE HONOUP OF 
` = PRESENTING TO 40U IN RETURN, ` 
А TRIBUTE OF WHAT 15 
DEAREST ТО M4 
| HEART ? 
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I OFFER 40u IN MARRIAGE | | -AND | OFFER 
THE HAND OF THE MOST YOU 

| BEAUTIFUL PRINCESS* MEGASTHENES. 

IN OUR РАМІ: +: | 


Г. 


SIN NS RU 
SN] 


| HE HAS SERVED ME LOYALLY FOR YEARS, 
|0 SANDROCOTTUS, AS MY AMBASSADOR IN 
| | SEVERAL LANDS. HE WILL BE MY AMBASSADOR 


MEGASTHENES? | 
С WHO IS HE? | 


4 м L ч x 
"2 ил. ха 
| | | \ 


X ACCORDING TO LEGEND, THE DAUGHTER OF SELEUCUS 5 
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CHANDRAGUPTA WAS KEEN ON DIPLOMATIC | 
RELATIONS BETWEEN INDIA AND GREECE. 


AS MY ENVOY TO 4OU, 1 COULDN’T 
FIND A MAN OF GREATER 
CALIBRE AND OF A MORE 
VERSATILE MIND: 


| WELCOME ЧОИ, | | AM HIGHLY 
MEGASTHENES, TO BE || HONOURED, O KING | 
A GUEST IN M4 / N SANDROCOTTUS. 
KINGDOM. | 


HOUR MAJESTY 
IS VERY 


| WISH TO HONOUR 40U; А ч / мч MOST TRUSTED 
GUEST TO MY LAND, IN оше І. % SERVANT WILL NOW BE 
` TRADITION ОҒ REVERING  / | Й IN ATTENDANCE ON 
А. GUESTS LIKE GODS. / 


HE SHALL BE 


WITH gou AS LONG 
AS Ou STAY 
IN INDIA. 


| MEGASTHENES 


| AS CHANDRAGUPTA WISHED TO PROCEED ОМА | 
| CAMDAIGN 一 一 | X | ; : — 


/ ALSO, І AM GIFTING 40u 
AN ELEPHANT AND 
TWO HORSES. 


I AM NOT RETURNING 
TO PATALIPUTRA 
IMMEDIATELY, BUT 4Ou 
MAY PROCEED жен 
ТНЕРЕ. i 


У THANK 4OU 
VERY MUCH, 


| p ще” | 

! | ry | | 

SEVRKA !* P Rr М ЧЕ5, чи 
| Ж „кб N MAHARAJ: J^ 


< 
dd : 
‘YOu WILL ACCOMPANY N /Я | YOUR USUAL DUTY, ` 


MEGASTHENES ON ^ SEVAKA. KEEP АМ EYE ; 
HIS WAY TO 


' MAY | TAKE LEAVE 


| Š E, 7 WRIT A MINUTE, 
OF YOUR MAJESTY 2. J pe ce _ MEGASTHENES. 


` TRY TO KNOW THE LAND AS WELL AS 
JOU CAN AND ALSO THE PEOPLE. FIND 
OUT HOW THE FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN 
OUR COUNTRY AND INDIA CAN BE 
STRENGTHENED. АМО... 


AND, ABOVE ALL, | SHALL REMEMBER 
THAT ALWAYS, 
YOUR MAJESTY. 


DON? T FORGET 
` YOUR MOTHERLAND. 


+ SEND IN 

ҚҰМ YOUR REPORTS 

St Nh, REGULARLY. 
Uu. 


P d — n |! 


| N A FEW DAYS? TIME MEGRSTHENES , ACCOMPANIED BY THE SERVANT; BEGAN HIS JOURNEY TOWARDS 
PATALIPUTRA. THEY CROSSED THE RIVER SINDHU WHERE IT WAS SHALLOW. 


MEGASTHENES 


IT HAD BEEN AN EXHAUSTING TASK. MEGASTHENES REFLECTED. 


| AM SURE you 
WILL LIKE IT HERE, 


|| AM EXCITED AT THE 
THOUGHT OF VISITING 


INDIA, A MIGHTY COUNTRY, 


NAMED AFTER A 
MIGHTY RIVER. 


| ALREADY DO. KING 


SANDROCOTTUS HAS 


BEEN VERY KIND 


PALIBOTHRA-* IT MUST ЖЫ 


| INDEED, SIR. HE HAS 


GIFTED ЧОЦ ANIMALS 
NO CITIZEN IN INDIA IG /. 
ALLOWED TO OWN. — 
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MEGASTHENES PREFERRED TO USE THE HORSES 
TO THE ELEPHANT DURING HIS TRAVELS. 


У HOW FAR 
IS IT FROM 


MEASUREMENT IT 

WILL BE ABOUT 
10,000 STADEST 
>> SIR. 


SUCH A LONG 


AND A BEAUTIFUL ONE,SIR. 
| ROAD RIGHT ЧОЦ SHALL SEE 
ACROSS THE FOR YOURSELF. 
COUNTRY e : : 


ПРИТРА WAS A LONG ONE. WHEN THEY WERE ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF MATHURA — 
“эра aD ¿y ) E? ка ur Абы Van вк 
| NS AH! HERES THE `N айды 5% а Жа 


OY THESE TREES Ss ( 
> (ў REST-HOUSE FOR | 3 


Ші ARE SUCH A RELIEF х “ў 
м TRAVELLERS. 


HOW FAR ARE WE FROM | ; WE ARE HALFWAY | 
PATALIPUTRA 22/2) THROUGH THE JOURNEY,| 
SIR. WOULD ЧОЦ LIKE 
TO SPENP A FEW DAYS 
IN THIS CITY OF 
SHOORASENAS*® P 


HEARP SO MUCH ABOUT 
THE CIT4. 


ж PEOPLE OF MATHURA * 10 


| | MEGASTHENES | 
ON ENTERING THE CITY THEY FOUND REL SE nidi OO ЖЕ 

| PEOPLE IN A FERVOUR OF DEVOTION. НАСА С Ч то LORD 
一 — —— A —— 3 | VAASUDEVA* 


WHO WAS ^ HE WAS A ROYAL PRINCE WHOSE PARENTS | 
VARSUDEVA? | WERE IMPRISONED BY THE KING 
BECAUSE ... 


с VAASUDEVA GREW UP 
AMONG VILLAGERS, 
AND WITH GREAT 
МАГОЦЕ.., 


“ПТ HAD BEEN PROPHESIED | : 
EVEN BEFORE VAASUDEVA'S || THIS TALE 
BIRTH THAT НЕ WAS ¦ SEEMS 
DESTINED TO BE THE KING. /\ FAMILIAR, 


KRISHNA 
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+.. KILLED THE KING [тн MEANS THE ! 
AND CAPTURED THE Å SOURASENO) WORSHIP... /= 
THRONE. SS | 


HERACLES IS WORSHIPPED IN 
GREECE FOR HIS VALOUR, | 
AND FOR KILLING THE 
HUNDRED-HEADED ` 

HYDRA -.: 


^ AND. MANY OTHER 
г САЎ Ў WICKED PEOPLE. 
THATS LIKE TES 
VAASUDEVA SUBJUGATING 
THE FIVE- HERDED 


> кеМ, 
‘oi EX 


X SOME OF THE EXPLOITS OF HERACLES WERE SIMILAR. TO THOSE OF KRISHNA. MEGASTHENES MUST HAVE 12 
BEEN STRUCK BY THESE SIMILARITIES. 


MEGASTHENES OBSERVED DEVOTEES 
| WORSHIPPING THE RIVER. 


О MOTHER THIS RIVER 
GANGA! GRANT | DESERVES ТО BE ` 
ME MY WISH. | WORSHIPPED. 

MAGNIFICENT 

RIVER THE 

GANGES 15! 


Jd m 
*XALLAHABRAD. 
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| MOVING FURTHER EAST, НЕ 
| OBSERVED THE VAST PLAINS 
| OF THE NORTH. 


| EAGER TO LEARN ABOUT THE — OF INDIA, | HEARING THE HORSES APPROACHING, THE 
MEGASTHENES APPROACHED THE HOUSEHOLD OF | | PEASANT" S CHILD LOOKED UP 一 


A PEASANT. 


THE PEAGANT WELCOMED THE VISITORS. 


| THE PERSANT'S WIFE TURNED ROUND TO SEE WHO | | 
WAS сина; : / WHO IS THIS | V 
: жү STRANGER? | | WELCOME, SIRS! PLEASE N THE PARROT ALSO 
1 HARI | SAID THAT. THESE 


` WELCOME | BE SEATEV AND SHARE 
BE SEATED AND | | " . TALITY TO ALL | 
SHARE OUR FOOD. NI R 
BE МЧ GUESTS 


.. MEGASTHENES 


| Gm MEAN THE JAGGERY.| | DELICIOUS. || MAKE HONEY .. 
| MAY | HAVE SOME ne 


CERTAINLY , SIR. WIFE, 
SERVE IT TO 


WITHOUT BEES. 
MORE HONEY = 
PLEASE © 


| MEGASTHENES AND THE SERVANT BADE THE PEASANT AND HIS FAMILY GOODBYE AND RESUMED THEIR | 
JOURNEY TO PATALIPUTRA. EFF | > | 
да: 


ЗОМ АУ (OF THE MIGHTY GANGES 
> U «ІК AND HER IRRIGATION 
BEN CANALS NO DOUBT BRING 
PROSPERITY TO 
M. THIS LAND. 


| ` V. 
ж 

M А : 
# l. 
| A 
. de 2 " | 

Ре 
іш 


OH,,WHAT 
A STRANGE 


MEGASTHENES 
|A LITTLE FURTHER — 


COTTON, 
Sik. WE MAKE 
CLOTHES OUT 


ITS BRANCHES ARE GOING 
RIGHT BACK INTO THE GROUND! 
I HAVE NEVER SEEN SUCH A 

PECULIAR TREE BEFORE! / 


| | 


WHRT IS Y COULD IT BE 


THAT WHITE WOOL GROWING 
FLUFF ON 
THE TREES? 


ies, 


THIS MOAT HELPS TO 
HOLD THE ENEMY AT BAY. 
IT IS A PROTECTION 
AGAINST ENEMIES. IT 
ALSO RECEIVES THE 
CIT4 S SEWAGE. 


1 1 | ] 
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THE SERVANT LED MEGASTHENES ON AROUND OF THE 
CITY. MEGASTHENES WAS VERY OBSERVANT. 

| a} ДО үзү 


ARCHERS SHOOT AT THE 

ENEMY THROUGH THESE. 

THESE PRASII* АРЕ 
MARVELLOUS! 


IT TOOK THEM SOME TIME TO REACH 
THE HOUSE ACLOTTEP TO | 
| MEGASTHENES - 


| TOMORROW | 
LIKE TO VISIT REGISTER YOUR NAME 
KING WITH THE CITY AUTHO— 
ISANDROCOTTUS. / RITIES, SIR. ALL 
\ FOREIGNERS HAVE TO DO 


| 


AS THEY ENTERED THE HOUSE — | 


7 HOPE you ELLOS 
>= WILL BE — killi 


ad 
i COMFORTABLE 
HERE, SIP. 


РА m MR UB | 


X PRACHYAS (THE EASTERNERS), MEANING THE PEOPLE OF MAGADHA 20 


MEGASTHENES 
THE NEXT DAY, AFTER REGISTERING WITH pz 4 

THE CITY AUTHORITIES, MEGASTHENES = i 
| WENT 70 THE ROYAL PALACE. 


+ 


INSIDE THE ROYAL COURT, KING CHANDRAGUPTA WELCOMED 
| MEGASTHENES. | 7 = 


| WELCOME, MEGASTHENES. 40U NEED | SPIES MUST HAVE 
| МОТ HAVE GONE TO THE CITY | 


| ilii] І я 
REPORTED ТО HIM. SAIN) 


I HAVE LIVED EE аа. BUT THE LIKES OF THIS PALACE OF 
IN MANY EXOTIC | y^ A, DMA \\/ OURS, O KING, І HAVE SEEN 
7 72 | NEITHER IN SUSA NOR IN | 
ECBATANA.* AND PALIBOTHRA !S | 
50 WELL PROTECTED FROM 
PERNICIOUS FOES! 


—M 


AC 
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| 7 «ACCOMPANY МЕ ON МЧ CAMPAIGNS. THIS 
Ф А WILL HELP You IN THE STUDY OF THIS 


THANK YOU, 
O KING. IT 15 
VERY KIND OF 


— f 40U HAVE А KEEN INTELLECT 
| INDEED, MEGASTHENES. 
чоц МАЧ TAKE A SEAT 
NEXT TO МЕ АМО... 


“ ! 
а 
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EDINGS WITH FASCINATION. MATTERS PERTAINING TO ADMINISTRATION 


MEGASTHENES WATCHED THE PROCE 
WERE FIRST ATTENDED TO. T = r етаго, 


| ЧЕ, WE SHALL APPOINT PUSHYAGUPTA | 
| GOVERNOR OF SAURASHTRA* AS YOU / | 


AFTER THE PRISONERS AND THE GUARDS LEFT—| 
| | zem / “MAHARAJ, І WANTED TO DISCUSS 
же, A SMRLL MATTER PERTAINING 
БҰЙ TO THE ROYAL PROCESSION 
= ёй TOMORROW. тры 


THEN CAME THE ADMINISTRATION OF JUSTICE — 


MAHARAJ! НЕ HAS COMMITTED \ Z HIS 
|А HEINOUS CRIME. HE CUT OFF Д PUNISHMENT 
、 THE HAND OFA POTTER. ZÀ 15 DEATH. 

А = In Рр | — -一 一 Е LLASA | = У... Р 


BN 
* P 
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MEGASTHENES 


THAT САН WRIT. LET SUCH HARD WORK N AFTER RETURNING TO HIS RESIDENCE 
ME FIRST FINISH AND HE DOES NOT | MEGASTHENES WROTE ABOUT WHAT HE 
МЧ BUSINESS WITH | HAVE A REST! | | WAD LEARNT AT THE ROYAL COURT. 
TRE RINBRSIOADORS: | | / “THE ASTqNOMOI* OF PALIBOTHRA LOOK \ 
| AFTER СК SUBJECTS : INDUSTRIAL 
ARTS; FOREIGNERS; CENSUS; TRADE 
AND COMMERCE; WEIGHTS AND 
MEASURES;AND COLLECTION 
OF TAXES... - 


X Koy 
SSE 


COME Ом, / | SHALL 
MEGASTHENES, | GLADLY DO 
JOIN US IN THE 
VASANT РАМСНАМІТ 
„ PROCESSION. | 


Шо... 


*Officers,perhaps from ashta amatya = eight ministers. +lt is presumed that the 23 
occasion was Vasanta Panchami. Megasthenes has not mentioned the name of the festival. | 


== | атаг chitra katha 
| THE PROCESSION PASSED THROUGH THE MAIN STREETS OF PATALIPUTRA. 
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AFTER RETURNING 70 THE PALACE, THE KING RECEIVED VISITORS — 5 
a = P | — I = a TR. ^ А ЕГЕР” шт 一 
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{ OBVIOUSLY, THIS ван А 
OCCASION WHEN GIFTS ARE | 
PRESENTED TO THE | 

KING. 


MEGASTHENES 


[7 HAVE ARRANGED 
А CHARIOT RACE, 


TO GO ON АМ 


THEY SET OUT THE NEXT DAY — 


THE TRENCH tS READY, Я rop TWENTY 
| ELEPHANTS: 


MAHARAJ. THE COW-ELEPHRNTS | 
ARE GOING IN- 


TOMORROW WE N NO, 1 WOULD PREFER | 


ELEPHANT HUNT. 


GOO0D.ITIS | | SENSING THE COW-ELEPHANTS IN THE PIT, THE 


BIG ENOUGH 


| THE PIT. NOW WHAT? «Ё 


WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO COME, 
| MEGASTHENES ? 


PLL BE 


HONQURED, 


WILD ELEPHANTS APPROACED IT IN THE NIGHT. 


| = pA 
THE ENTIRE HERD HAS Ў Є у ту THEY WILL BE 


BEEN TRAPPED IN STARVED INTO 
SUBMISSION. WE 
WILL RETURN 
AGAIN AFTER 


SONE DAYS. | 


SEE HOW STRON 
Ма PET IS! | 
HOPE “OU HAVE 


ae 


SUMMONED HIS SERVANT. 


4OURS 15 AN INTERESTING 
LAND. | SHOULD LIKE TO 
мет THE COMMON 
PEOPLE IN DISGUISE. 
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TRAPPED, THE WILD ELEPHANTS ATTACKED THE TAME 


— 


WEAKENED, THE WILD ONES COLLAPSED 
IN SHEER EXHALISTION. 7 — mr 


HE SET OUT AT NIGHT AND SECRETLY WATCHED THE 
PEOPLE AT ONE HOUSE — L "g: | | 


| WANT ЧОР DAUGHTER’S WILL SHE 
Г HAND IN MARRIAGE FOR MY BE HIS 
` SON-) HAVE BROUGHT THE THIRD WIFE? 
ь PAIR OF OXEN ЧОП HAD 
| ASKED ҒОР. 


MEGASTHENES 


^ NO, FOURTH. ONE AT ANOTHER HOUSE A PHYSICIAN WAS PAYING A VISIT. 


MUST HAVE A LOT | — Б | 
OF CHILDREN. ^ YOUR SYMPTOMS INDICATE ` 


“00 WILL HAVE A BABY 


/ AND THIS OINTMENT SHOULD 
RELIEVE 400 OF 4ОШР. 
HEADACHE. ) 


| THIS IS THE MONEY A 
POUCH 40и DROPPED l^ ` ARE SO 
IN THE STREET |\ HONEST 
ACROSS. | 


Al 

| Ar HOME | “THE INDIANS ARE OR T ERE RU E D A 
НЕ WROTE— | DIVIDED INTO SEVEN АМЕ ТИАН ЕЕЕ DE INE. FOTRE РЭАК. IN 
TIT | CASTES, THE PHILOSOPHERS | / | 


BEING THE MOST MAHARAJ, YOUR 


RESPECTED ONES..* 


BED CHAMBER 15 
| TODAY IN THE | 
ГУ NORTH WING. 


Ж THE COMPLICATED CASTE STRUCTURE OF 
INDIAN SOCIETY OBVIOUSLY BEWILDERED 
MEGASTHENES,FOR THERE HAVE ALWAYS . 
BEEN ONLY FOUR PRIMARY CASTES. 


MEGASTHENES 
WE PECOVEPED THE PETURN IT TO THE 


HEARING THE COMMOTION, CHANDRAGUPTA ENQUIRED: 


/ A THIEF STOLE 
200 COINS, 
N MAHARAJ. 


WHAT IS THE 
MATTER, 
GUARD ? 


"MEGRSTHENES WAS INTRIGUED BY THE INCIDENT. 


200 COINS IS A SMALL Ў Ў STEALING IS A RARE 
AMOUNT, О KING. WHY |/ OCCURRENCE. Bur IF 


ARE YOU MAKING THIS GOES UNPUNISHED, 


| SUCH A FUSS ? | | THE VICE МАЧ 
| | SPREAD. 


MONEY BUT THE THIEF | OWNER. AND SPARE 
GOT AWAY. HERE'S NO EFFORT TO 


| THE MONEY; IN. CATCH THE THIEF. 


MAHARAJ. 


MEGASTHENES LATER 
ABOUT THE ARMY: T 


“THE 600,000 SOLDIERS 
OF SANDROCOTTUS? ARMY 
ARE VERY WELL-PAID. THEY 

ARE CONTROLLED B9 A 

МАР OFFICE WITH SIX 
| BOARDS...” 


= | i amar chitra katha : 
| HE TOURED THE COUNTRY EXTENSIVELY AND OBSERVED THE WAY OF LIFE OF THE PEOPLE. | 


/ THE PANDYANS SEEM TO | 

| PREFER WOMEN FOR 

/ YES; x Y SENIOR ADMINISTRA- | 

57 OFFICER! FIND OUT WHY МАНАРАМІ. | TIVE POSTS. | 
| ө | STRANGE! 


OUR CARGO OF PEARLS FROM 
TAMBRAPANNI* GOT DELAYED 
THIS TIME. | 


i = 


| AT THE SEAPORT OF SuRPARAKA SE "= аў 
ЕНТ Ны ы с 


Г SANDROCOTTUS | 
HAS AN 
IMPRESSIVE 


+ Tamraparni, Sri Lanka of today. ##Модегп Sopara on the Western Coast. 


Ar 


*Párts of present-day Tamil Nadu, 


| = _MEGASTHENES | 
MEGASTHENES RETURNED IN DUE COURSE TO PATALIPUTRA. 


gh м i 
£F xdi \ Й 


ART YES. а ғ ЇЙ= JE 
S (ууу? x m iS ` E 
ZÁ NN уа. з "Pl Ж. 
Wu 


| HE THEN WENT TO CHANDRAGUPTA TO BID HIM 


- T I HOPE YOU ENJOYED 
FAREWELL, O KING. M9 YOUR STAY WITH US- 
TENURE IN: INDIA 15 | GIVE MY REGARDS TO | 
OVEP. | WISH TO | KING SELEUCUS. 
RETURN HOME NOW. 4 


GOODBYE AND THANK 
40u. ЧОЦ HAVE BEEN А | 


WONDERFUL 
COMPANION. 


MEGASTHENES RODE AWAY WESTWARDS WITH THE FOUR VOLUMES 
OF HIS INVALUABLE INDICA, THE FIRST AUTHENTIC ACCOUNT OF INDIA 


|70.7HE WESTERN WORLD. 


WHAT A CHARMING AND ` 
INTELLIGENT MAN! | 
HOPE THE GAVANAG 
AND INDIANS WILL 
COME CLOSER 


TO TELL YOU THE 


TRUTH, SIR, 1 WAS 
ASKED TO SPY 


lllustrated Classics From India 


Megasthenes 


Megasthenes was among the first foreigners to have visited India in historical times and given an eyewitness 
account of conditions prevailing in this country during the 4th century B.C. He was the ambassador of 
Selecus Nicator at the court of Chandragupata Maurya and he had the opportunity to travel extensively in the 
country and observe closely the proceedings at the royal court, various aspects of military and civil 
administration, the geography to the country, the social and economic conditions of the people and the 
political institutions. He put down his observations in four vikunes entitled “Indica”, 


‘Indica’ in its original form has now been lost, but some later writers like Diodorus, Pliny, Strabo and Arrian 
have quoted from the work. Barring the few instances where Megasthenes had to rely on hearsay, his 
account of India is highly valued for its accuracy and authenticity. 


This story of Megasthenes is adapted from his own account of the India of his times, and the sequence of 


events in our narration has been modified for coherence and lucidity while maintaining the accuracy of 
historical records. 
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